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The ‘Denton Mare’
           According to the Novel Sam Bass' by (Bryan Woolley, 1985), Sam Bass is interested in horse racing competitions; he won several races with his horse named Jenny. Bryan Woolley states that Jenny became one of the most relevant things in Sam’s life as a horse racer when he associated himself with a Jockey known as Dick, who became his mentor. Everyone knew Jenny all over Denton for her lightning speed that beat every known fast horse in Denton County. (B. Woolley, 1985. Pg. 27 – 31). Through these winnings, Jenny's owner (Sam) became one of the well-known noble men and regarded as a gentleman in Denton County. In addition to this, Sam’s winnings were also considerate enough to present significant shares to Henry Underwood, make partial loan repayments, organize drinking parties, and use the rest of the money in gambling. Later, he started stealing other potential racehorses, becoming an outlaw.
The Noble Robber
        Both in myth and reality, a noble robber is an indecisive figure (Stephen Snelders, 2006); since they may appear roughly unlawful and at the same time honorable.  Unlike the novel Sam Bass, Bryan Woolley depicts that Sam Bass's character is one of Round Rock's central street descent, having his name for several businesses. He is referred to as 'Robin hood Bandit’ (Pg. 138) because the Denton people liked him for his kindness towards the needy. After the train robbery of 1877, Sam Bass throws some $20 gold pieces around Denton. For example, there is a time where Bass and his gang rides to a farmhouse to rest (pg. 228); the farmer's wife prepares the meal for the gang, and when they left, they leave several $20 gold pieces and other valuables on the table. At one time, the gang rides to a ranch and takes a sack of corn without the farmer's knowledge; the next day, Bass comes back and pays for it with a $20 gold piece. Currently, Denton City maintains the historical legacy of Sam Bass, as evident by the markers identifying the Round Rock shootout events.

Round Rock Tragedy
        Sam Bass and his three accomplices, Jim Murphy, Frank Jackson, and Seaborn Barnes, planned to rob a Round Rock bank. When the gang was riding south to Round Rock, Jim Murphy, an informant of the Texas Rangers, managed to slip a letter to Commander Major John B. Jones, who directed three rangers to wait for the gang. However, the local police sheriff Morris Murphy and his deputies Moore and Grimes were the ones who approached the gang. At that point, in a convenience store, a gunfight broke out with Officer Moore sustaining intense chest wounds; Officer Grimes was shot dead by Barnes with Bass's right hand losing fingers. The gang took advantage of the situation and tried to flee, but all were stopped when rangers appeared and killed Barnes on the spot, injuring Bass on the spine. Frank Jackson managed to slip the rangers riding with dying Bass outside the town to their camp to pick some supplies  (B. Woolley, 1985. Pg. 213 – 215). At this point, Sam claimed to be in too much ache to continue insisting Jackson leave him behind and try to save himself. The next day, two trackers found Bass miles away north of Round Rock and brought him to town, where he died from severe pains of his injuries. On his death, Sam did not blow Frank’s cover and confessed that if he had killed officer Grimes, that was the first he ever killed, and his last words being, "This world is a bubble, - trouble where you go."


An Outlaw in Texas
           An Indiana-born Sam Bass has always been fascinated by the idea of becoming a cowboy, so when he met Scott Mayes while at Rosedale, Mississippi, he took this chance and moved with him to Denton, Texas. When they arrived in Denton, Sam got a job at the home of Sheriff W.F “Dad” Eagan (Who later spend much of his effort hunting for the outlaw Bass) as a farmhand; Sam would curry the horses, cut firewood, milk the cows, but at times he would spend his time as a teamster. In Denton, Sam worked very hard and made most of his friends, with whom he would far along involved in criminal activities. As a result of his hard work, Sam saved a significant portion of his wages and was able to buy a stallion referred to "Denton Mare" (B. Woolley, 1985. Pg. 27 – 38), which earned him enough money to quit his job at Dad Eagan to focus on horse racing. He then started gambling the winnings that saw him broke. To balance his loss, he turned to raid stages, becoming an outlaw; in association with Jack Davis and Tom Nixon, which caught his former boss's attention, sheriff "Dad" Eagan. The gang's money from robbing stagecoaches got low; thus, they concentrated on raiding trains. An outlaw bass first big train rob was Union Pacific train going west from Wells Fargo on Sep 18, 1877, walking away with almost $ 60 000 worth of minted $20 gold pieces and $450 from the mail car, which made the Texas Rangers hunt the bandits.  (GTT, Pg. 280), (B. Woolley, 1985. Pg. 38, 118) Hence, the gang divided the gold, split up, and Bass formed a new gang of Frank Johnson, Henry Underwood, Tom Spotswood, and the Ranger’s informant Jim Murphy.
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